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Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors
M I N U T E S

Sunday, February 8, 2004
2:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Westwood Room
Holiday Inn Brentwood/Bel-Air
Los Angeles, California

	Members Present:
Tom Archibald, Laura Avery, Vince Bernard, Harry Brown-Hiegel, Scott Beylik, Mary Hillebrecht, Patty Kosmo, Bob Polito, Jeanne Stehly, Polly Ward, Alex Weiser

	Members Excused:
Gene Etheridge, Phil McGrath, Tim Monahan, Cynthia Ojeda

	Members Absent:
David Avila, Dennis Peitso, Peter Schaner, 

	Also Present:
Howell Tumlin, Stacy Brown, Anne and Aaron Epstein


Item 1.
Call To Order

Laura Avery called the regular meeting of the Southland Farmers’ Market Association Board of Directors to order at 2:20 p.m. in the Westwood Room of the Holiday Inn Brentwood/Bel-Air Hotel, 170 North Church Street, Los Angeles, California.

Item 2.
Roll Call

Howell conducted a roll call of the Southland Board members.

Item 3.
Approval of Agenda

The agenda was presented.  A MOTION was MADE, SECONDED and CARRIED to APPROVE the agenda as submitted.

Item 4.
Approval of Minutes Regular Board Meeting

The November 9, 2003 Board of Director meeting minutes were presented.  A MOTION was MADE, SECONDED and CARRIED to AMEND and APPROVE the minutes as submitted.

Item 5.
Committee Reports

a. Executive Committee – Laura reported that the Executive Committee held two meetings since the last Board meeting.  The Executive Committee approved of a bill to reform the certified farmers’ market program and authorized the Executive Director to discuss the opening of a new certified farmers’ market in Calabasas.

b. Finance Committee – Patty reported that the Finance Committee had not met since the last board meeting.

c. Annual Meeting Committee – No report.

d. Market Integrity Committee – No report.

e. Legislative Committee – No report. 

f. Membership Committee – No report. 

g. Nominating Committee – No report.
h. Planning Committee – No report.

i. Promotions Committee – No report.  

Item 6.  Executive Director’s Report:
Howell Tumlin reported that the proposed legislative bill has generated a good deal of discussion within the industry.  Southland is the only organization in California that is actively seeking to reform the certified farmers’ market program.  The result is that Southland plays a unique role in representing the interests of growers.    

Item 7.
Staff reports:

a. North America Farmers’ Direct Marketing Conference – Laura reported that Howell, Stacy and she attended the North American Farmers’ Direct Marketing Conference in Sacramento.  Howell spoke at the opening session as part of a skill-building workshop for those interested in forming a national coalition.  Laura said that she learned a good deal about mobile meat processing facilities and other topics.  Anyone interested could talk more with her after the meeting. 

b. Market Membership Fees  -- The Board received and filed the report.

c. November 2003 Financial Report -- The Board received and filed the November financial report.

d. Westwood Farmers’ Market – Howell reported that Southland won an award against Aaron Shapiro for fees for the month of May 2003.  Aaron has filed an appeal of this decision and it will be heard in Superior Court.  A MOTION was MADE, SECONDED and CARRIED to APPROVE granting the Executive Director the authority to retain legal counsel to represent the Board at the appeal hearing.  
e. Buy California Campaign Grant Program -- Howell reported that nine of the ten grantees are underway and doing well.  Southland has distributed approximately $19,000 in 2003 to the nine grantees.  
f. Non-certifiable Agricultural Products Discussion -- Howell reported on the Starus decision and the recent work of the CFMAC Non-certifiable Agricultural Product Subcommittee. A MOTION was MADE, SECONDED and CARRIED to APPROVE sending this issue to the Legislative Committee to develop a Southland proposal for the CFMAC that is workable and fair to all producers
g. Non-voting Association Membership Discussion -- Howell proposed that the Board consider developing a non-voting associate membership program that would allow growers, markets and consumers to join Southland.  Associate members would receive Southland services but would not be eligible to serve on the Board of Directors on vote on important issues. A MOTION was MADE, SECONDED and CARRIED to APPROVE sending this issue to the Membership Committee to develop a non-voting associate membership program for Southland.
h. Southland Web Site Development– Howell reported that the Southland website had more than 11,400 visitors in the last three months of 2003.  The Board affirmed that it wanted the development of the Southland website to be a continuing priority.
i. Neighborhood Councils and New Market Opportunities -- Howell informed the Board that Neighborhood Council has expressed an interest in organizing a farmers’ market.  The Board expressed its interest in assisting those councils that have a likelihood of being successful and where they would not compete with existing Southland markets.
Item 9.
New Business:

a. Proposed Legislative Bill  -- Howell reported that the Executive Committee has approved a proposed legislative bill in January when there was concern that the sunset clause in the direct marketing chapter would end the certified farmers’ market program in January 2005.   Howell has confirmed since then that the sunset clause will only effect the Violations and Enforcement Article of the Direct Marketing Chapter.  The Board discussed the need to seek broad support for the reform package.  A MOTION was MADE, SECONDED and CARRIED to APPROVE the proposed legislative bill and to seek the support of other associations and grower organizations during 2004 before introducing the bill to the legislature.


b. Proposed Regulation Changes to CFMAC—Howell reported that Southland would like to submit to regulation proposals to the CFMAC Market Standards Subcommittee to deal with buying-and-selling and selling non-California Ag products in the vicinity of a certified farmers’ market.  A MOTION was MADE, SECONDED and CARRIED to APPROVE the proposed regulation changes. 

c. Calabasas Market Development – Howell reported that the City of Calabasas requires a CUP for a farmers’ market to be placed in an area that is not currently zoned for a certified farmers’ market.  A MOTION was MADE, SECONDED and CARRIED to APPROVE the submittal of a conditional use permit and all other means to operate a new farmers’ market in Calabasas.

d.   Personnel Policy Amendments – Howell presented four areas where the Southland personnel policies require amendments to comply with current contracts or changes in State law.   A MOTION was MADE, SECONDED and CARRIED to APPROVE the personnel changes. 
Item 10.
Adjournment

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:05 p.m.
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