July 6, 2004

Jonathan E. Fielding

Director of Public Health and Health Officer

Los Angeles County Department of Health Services

313 N. Figueroa Street

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Re:
Requirement that Health Permits Be Paid By Money Order

Dear Dr. Fielding,

I am writing to you on behalf of the certified farmers’ markets that are sponsored by local government agencies that are burdened by the Los Angeles Department of Health Services’ recent decision to no longer accept checks in payment for health permits.

While there maybe a need in some circumstances to refuse to accept checks in payment for health permits, those circumstances could hardly include Southern California municipalities.  Because of the considerable difficulty it imposes on city staff to pay for its health permits in cash or money orders, I would request that the Department of Health to amend its requirements to permit other governmental agencies to pay for county health permits by check.

Thank you for your consideration of this request.

Sincerely yours,

Howell Tumlin

Executive Director    

