Southland-Santa Monica Certified Farmer’s Market Audit Program

Beginning this fall, the Southland Farmers’ Market Association and the City of Santa Monica Certified Farmers’ Market will introduce a new certified producer audit program to the Santa Monica markets.  The purpose of the audit program is to encourage certified growers participating in Santa Monica farmers’ markets to comply with the requirement that they produce what they sell. The audit will select a few growers to verify that the products that have for sale on a given market day can be found on the grower’s farm.  The program is a first step but important step towards meeting the desire of many growers and consumers that Southland and the Santa Monica farmers’ markets actively enforced and preserved the integrity of the marketplace. 

The audit itself will be a relatively simple process.  The auditors will examine the products on a growers’ table and compare them to the products that can be found on the grower’s farm.  The audit will focus on agricultural products that must be harvested shortly before market day, such that the products ought to be still on the tree, on the vine or in the ground at the time of the farm visit.  The audit will look at previous load sheets and records from other markets to assess the quantity of product that the grower is bringing to market as it compares to the amount that can be reasonably produced on the farm.  The results of the audit will be summarized in an audit report.  The grower will be provided ample opportunity to comment upon and correct any mistaken conclusions in the report before it is issued. 

The audit will involve the following steps:

1.  The Santa Monica market management will select a certified producer to be the subject of an audit.  He/she will be notified in writing and his/her assistance and cooperation will be requested.

2. The Southland Farmers’ Market Association and Santa Monica market representatives will make an appointment to meet the selected certified producer at the grower’s stall on the market day.  The certified producer will be asked to bring to the meeting a copy of his/her current producer certificate, a map of his/her production and storage sites and the grower’s organic certification, if applicable.  If a production site involves a lease, partnership, or sharecropping agreement, it may be necessary for the grower to provide copies of these documents at a later time.

3. At the meeting, the auditors will explain the audit process and its purpose.  The grower will receive a copy of the Santa Monica Certified Farmers’ Market Rules And Regulations, if he/she does not already have one.

4. The auditors will review the current producer certification, production site maps, and organic certification with the grower.  This will ensure that the audit will be based on most current and accurate information about the grower, his/her products and production sites.

5. The grower will be asked to identify the certifiable products on his table that are currently in production on his/her farm and that he/she plans to bring to the next market the following week.  The auditors will select one or more of these products to be the focus of the audit.  The grower will be asked to identify the locations on the production site map where these products are growing and are ready for harvest.  The auditors will be interested in those agricultural products that are not in storage or cannot be stored for an extensive period of time.

6. A grower who participates in more than one certified farmers’ market may be asked to provide information on the amounts of the audited products that he/she brings to sell in other farmers’ markets.   The auditors will confirm this information by visiting the other markets and/or soliciting information from other market operators.

7. The auditors will make an appointment with the grower to visit his/her production sites.  The visit will take place within days of the market day meeting and before the grower will harvest the audit products for the next market day.  The auditors will ask to be shown the selected products still on the vine, on the tree or in the earth at the grower’s farm.

8. After visiting the growers’ production sites, taking pictures, samples of product, and other items, the auditors will carefully review all of the evidence.  After due consideration of all of the evidence, they will prepare a preliminary report containing a summary of their findings and conclusions.

9. The grower will be given a copy of the preliminary audit report and ample time to comment on it.  After hearing the grower’s comments and corrections, a final report will be issued.

10. It is anticipated that most audits will verify that a grower is fully in compliance with the market’s producer requirements.  If there is an instance when sufficient evidence exists to conclude that a grower is in violation of the market rules and the certified farmers’ market production requirements, then the market management may take appropriate action in keeping with the farmers’ market ’s disciplinary and due process policies.

